
 

 

ñRefugee children have no 

schools to go, but there is 

a óschoolô on their TVs.ò 

- Kurt Johansen, executive director 

of SAT-7 Europe, Asia and Pacific 

Refugees Get Schooling through TV  
ï Cries of the Middle Eastern and Northern African Children  
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Editorôs note: The night always seems longer when you are looking forward to dawn. The bombs and gunfire in the warzone, the 

ruined houses and the perilous escape have been deeply imprinted on the minds of each refugee. Today, the world is experiencing 

the biggest refugee crisis since the World War II. In Syria alone, over half of the pre-war population has been forced to leave their 

homes. In this issue of SHARE, we will focus on Syrian refugee children, known as the ñlost generationò, and how CEDARôs partner 

utilises satellite television to help them improve their psychological health and advance their personal development. In ñBack to the 

Bibleò, Professor Ip Hon Ho Alex shared how structural sins can twist our values and what the Apostle Paulôs reminder means to us. 

In ñBlessings by Offeringò, we will call on believers to spread love and hope by helping Syrians to survive the bitter winter. 

The Syrian War has already been 8 years and it is still far from over. Chronic warfare 

resulted in uncountable casualties and destruction. More than 11 millions of civilians lost 

their homes, and were either displaced within the country or have fled to countries in the 

Middle East and North Africa to seek asylum, such as Lebanon, Turkey, and Jordan. 

When their homelands are still devastated by conflicts, rebuilding their country seems 

impossible. How do these refugees live in neighbouring countries? Why are their children 

and other Middle Eastern and North African children described as the ñlost generationò? 

While facing multifaceted challenges, how does this younger generation bear hope for the 

future? Kurt Johansen, executive director of SAT-7 Europe, Asia and Pacific, a partner of 

CEDAR, answered our questions one by one. 
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More than a Humanitarian Crisis 

According to the United Nations, 40% of schools in Syria were damaged or used for 

military purpose. With millions of Syrian children having fled to neighboring 

countries, over 800 thousand of them do not have a chance to go to school. They 

are vulnerable to being recruited as child labourers, or deceived to be child soldiers, 

or used as sex slaves. SAT-7 perceived that the Syrian Crisis had already been 

transited from a humanitarian crisis to a development issue. This involved 

development opportunity of children and youths, and is relevant to the long-term 

peace development in the area. 

SAT-7 is a 24/7 Christian satellite television network broadcasting in Arabic, Turkish 

and Persian across the Middle East and North Africa. SAT-7 had seen the above 

development needs of children and youths, and hence, launched ñSAT-7 Academyò 

in September 2017, providing educational programmes in various aspects, namely 

subject learning, personal health, community development, and social affairs. At 

present, residents in the Middle East and North Africa still mainly rely on satellite TV 

to receive information. 

Johansen said, ñThey (refugee children) have no schools to go, but there is a 

óschoolô on their TVs. I once visited a refugee camp in Lebanon, and I could not find 

one tent without a satellite dish. They can spend a whole day in front of the TV and 

therefore they can obtain schooling somewhat similar to school.ò SAT-7 believes 

that if children are not educated and do not learn values like inclusion and love, 

others will teach them opposite values, which can be seen from the prevailing 

propaganda on extremism in the Middle East and North Africa nowadays. 

Against the Hatred Messages 

ñMany local propaganda and media are spreading messages of hatred and revenge 

for honour. Thus, we believe that we do not only talk about hard facts (on our 

educational programmes), but also teach them how to live their lives, think critically 

and be an open-minded person.ò Johansen added, ñMany young people do not 

have access to education, nor they have jobs opportunities and social welfare 

entitlement. If ISIS promises to give them US$50 a month to fight for them, they will 

probably go with them.ò 

These children lost in neighbouring countries have their normal childhood seized. 

The UN describes them as the ñlost generationò. Collaborative assistance from 

different sectors are desperately needed. Otherwise, they would easily be 

radicalised and become tools of extremists. SAT-7 understands this logic very well, 

and thus, they actively spread messages of forgiveness, care, and grace. 

A few years ago, SAT-7 produced a video clip that went viral and gained hundreds 

of thousands of views. The video was 

about a 9-year-old Iraqi girl, Myriam, who 

chose to forgive ISIS that made her and 

her family displaced from home. She 

said, ñI will not kill them. Why should I kill 

them? I am just very sad. They drove us 

out from our home. Why did they do 

this?ò She continued, ñI will not do 

anything to them. I will only ask God to 

forgive them.ò 

By the end of video shooting, SAT-7ôs 

team thanked her for teaching them many 

things. But she said, óI want to thank you 

for giving me a voice. I have nothing else 

to give.ô After that, SAT-7 invited her to 

sing them a song. She sang about 

Christôs salvation on her with her silvery 

voice. Myriamôs story was exactly the 

message SAT-7 yearned to spread. 

The programmes of ñSAT-7 Academyò 

not only respond to refugee childrenôs 

learning needs, but also help parents 

understand more about their childrenôs 

situation. Johansen said, ñIn some areas 

of the Middle East and North Africa, 

parents do not want to invest in their 

daughtersô education, but to hope their 

daughters to get married the soonest the 

possible, to avoid them from being raped. 

In view of this, ñSAT-7 Academyò 

motivates the parents in our programmes 

that they should send their children to 

schools and understand the world.ò 

Moreover, experiences of flight and 

persecution left a permanent mark in 

childrenôs hearts. ñSAT-7 Academyò 

explained about trauma in their 

programmes to teach parents how to 

understand their children. At the same 

time, they let children know how to 

express their inner feelings through 

drawing and singing. 

 

According to the most recent survey, over 

650 thousand people are watching ñSAT-

7 Academyò programmes every day, of 

which 500 thousand watchers are 

children. ñSAT-7 Academyò utilises 

various platforms of social media, such 

as YouTube, Facebook and Instagram, to 

spread their messages. CEDAR invites 

Hong Kong Christians to pray for children 

in the Middle East and North Africa, so 

that they would remain hopeful and 

resilient despite challenges everywhere. 

 

(Photos of cover page and feature story 

are provided by ñSAT-7 Academyò) 



 

 

A spiritual response 
to structural 
oppression: Paulôs 
reminder 

Written by:  Professor Ip Hon Ho Alex 

(Assistant Professor, Divinity School of 

Chung Chi College, The Chinese 

University of Hong Kong) 

The economy of the Roman Empire 

was founded upon oppression and 

exploitation. In the early period, one 

third of the Empireôs population were 

slaves; while another third were freed 

slaves. There were also many people 

who owned no land and served no 

masters. These people were often 

employed as casual workers or day 

labourers. To put it simply, the 

relatively high economic growth during 

the early period of the Roman Empire 

was a result of exploiting manual 

labourers who did not have much 

power to fight for their own interests. 

However, structural evil did not arise 

from the existence of low-income 

labourers alone. It was a result of the 

ruling class taking advantage of the 

poor to continually misuse and exploit 

them. The rich and powerful also 

deliberately suppressed opportunities 

for any upward mobility in society, 

forcing the poor to be forever at their 

mercy, while they were able to remain 

at the top of the social hierarchy 

through constant oppression. This 

created a selfish and competitive 

social atmosphere.   

May the warmth last till dawn  
- Winter Assistance to Syrians   
What kind of person would you like to be? 

The howling cold wind seems to be reminding the Syrian refugees who have been 

drifting from one place to another that it has been 9 years since they were forced to 

leave their homes. 

Syria is now bitterly cold 

and the nights are freezing. 

We still remember giving 

out the supplies last year 

and the joy of a Syrian man 

when he held the winter 

clothes in his arms. We 

also remember the children 

who couldn't wait to wrap 

themselves up in the new 

blankets and the mother 

who covered her child with 

a duvet by the bedside and 

gave him a loving kiss. 

We wish that the warmth will stay with these people through every wintry night. 

This year, we will continue to partner with the local churches for the winter 

assistance in Syria and distribute blankets and heaters to the displaced Syrian 

refugees [1]. We estimated that 1,111 individuals from 202 families will benefit from 

the programme. These people are from As-Sweida, Homs, Tartous, Lattakia and 

Syriaôs capital, Damascus. 

War has destroyed the homes of many Syrians. Their economy has been badly 

devastated and their heating facilities are not enough to keep the people warm. 

Many of them are living in very decrepit housing and are unable to afford any 

protection against the cold. They can only shiver and bear the icy wind.  

We sincerely invite you to support the Syrian refugees and help them survive the 

winter, so that they do not have to endure anymore suffering on their bodies and 

minds. 

When you make a donation, please select ñSpecific Donation Campaignò and enter 

ñWinter Assistance to Syrian families 2019-2020ò. Our target fundraising amount for 

this project is HKD117,000. If the donation exceeds the target, the 

excess amount will be transferred to CEDARôs óEmergency Relief and 

Disaster Preparedness Fundô. The fund will enable us to respond to 

immediate needs, and support disaster mitigation in poor nations 

always being hit by disasters to reduce the amount of devastation.  

ñThen the King will say to those on his right, óCome, you who are blessed by my 

Father; take your inheritance, the kingdom prepared for you since the creation of the 

world. For I was hungry and you gave me something to eat, I was thirsty and you 

gave me something to drink, I was a stranger and you invited me in, I needed 

clothes and you clothed me, I was sick and you looked after me, I was in prison and 

you came to visit me.ôò (Mathew 25:34-36) 

[1] Through the Fellowship of the Middle East Evangelical Churches, CEDAR and 

Middle East Revive and Thrive (MERATH) will distribute cold protection supplies to 

the displaced individuals in Syria. The programme is expected to be completed in 

March 2020. 
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