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Focus
CEDAR turns 30 this year! As our colleagues look back on 
the past years of poverty alleviation work, what touches us 
the most is not simply how many people our work has 
benefited, but the smiles of the poor. CEDAR’s work is not 
simply to alleviate the poor’s hunger or to give them warmth; 
it is to show them a life filled with respect and one that is 
worth living. Under “Focus” of this issue of SHARE, our 
Acting Chief Executive shares her past 30 years of serving 
the poor, just like CEDAR’s 30-year mission. “Blessings by 
Offering” introduces our development work in Myanmar and 
shares the story of former beneficiaries returning to their 
villages to rebuild their hometowns. “Back to the Bible” is the 
passage about peace and reconciliation excerpted from our 
recently launched Christian devotional app “施予達仁”. We 
hope that during these tumultuous times, we can still strive to 
be sons and daughters of peace.

“Go on fighting!” 
Interview with CEDAR’s Acting Chief Executive
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Editor’s note

When she was young, she walked through the northwest, 
southwest and central plains of China. She used to climb 
mountains and ridges; not to visit the most beautiful lakes and 
mountains or participate in cross-country competitions. She 
went to respond to the clear voice in her heart – to serve the 
poorest of the poor.

For the past 30 years, she has never doubted or denied this 
voice. When she is exhausted, she is strengthened by her 
aspiration and carried on. 

She often says that she is just an ordinary woman, but the 

Lord let her see the plight  of the poor; this cannot be 
overlooked.

Written by Edward Lai (Senior Communications Officer)
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Lord lets her see the plight of the poor; this cannot be 
overlooked.

Since last May, she has served as CEDAR’s Acting Chief 
Executive. She still has passion for frontline developement 
projects. What she said to CEDAR’s team most was “take 
one further step and continue to fight for the poor!”

The words "keep on working hard" and "go on fighting" may 
seem cliché, but the current climate in Hong Kong and the 
world needs an international poverty alleviation leader to be 
one that has the confidence and willingness to push oneself 
and the team to persevere, not necessarily one that has “big 
plans”.

Her name is Chan Pui Si. 

“Turns out life can be so fragile.” 

Pui Si has been engaging in poverty alleviation work since 
the 1990s and has lived and worked in mainland China for 
more than a decade. Looking back, after graduating with her 
bachelor's degree in nursing from the University of Sydney in 
Australia, Pui Si joined a large-scale Christian international 
relief and development agency to carry out public health and 
development ministry in China.

Once, Pui Si and an overseas project consultant went to the 
Loess Plateau and walked on the mountains to talk with new 
mothers living in caves. She saw how inadequate the local 
sanitation facilities were and how many babies were
suffering from neonatal tetanus. There was a lack of water 
and food, and the infant mortality rate was extremely high.

What was most heartbreaking was when the project
consultant said to her, "The baby in front of you is about to 
leave (die)". The baby was suffering from a cold. The mother 
had taken the child to the nearest health centre to see a 
doctor. As the child's condition did not improve, the mother, 
not knowing what to do, had randomly given her child 
medication; this led to a disease change that was difficult to 
cure and even led to the child's death.

"It turns out life can be so fragile," says Pui Si. This
experience determined her direction in life. As a nurse in 
hospital, she was only able to serve a single person each 
time, but as a poverty alleviation worker, she was able to 
serve the entire community and save many lives through 
project implementation. With her determination and
confidence, Pui Si found a truly fulfilling job.

Inviting Person Living with HIV/AIDS to be Co-worker

After being stationed in mainland China for more than ten 
years and serving at another international organisation, Pui Si 
found the most challenging was facing the spread of 
HIV/AIDS due to blood selling. At that time, "cocktail therapy" 
was not popular. Many poverty alleviation workers were 
unwilling to work in villages because of the fear of infection. 
Through her contact with the government hospital staff, she 
met a man living with HIV/AIDS whose condition could be 
controlled by taking medicine on time. She invited him to join 
her team and visited villages together. By sharing his
personal experience with villagers, he helped community 
members to understand the disease and eliminate fears of 
prejudice that resulted from ignorance, transforming the 
community's stigma and perception of HIV-infected people.

How did she have the insight to invite people living with 
HIV/AIDS to become a co-worker? Pui Si said that it was 
nothing special. But her actions spoke louder than words, and 
she has shown us how much wisdom and courage are 
needed to carry out poverty alleviation work effectively.

In 2012, Pui Si joined CEDAR as the Head of Programme 
and was responsible for relief and development projects in 
around ten countries. She constantly thought of ways to 
improve projects with her years of field experience. In 
addition to leading her colleagues to visit mainland China, 
she has also travelled to Myanmar, India, Ethiopia and 
Rwanda to plan poverty alleviation projects with local 
partners.

Among these partners, Fullmoon Family Foundation (FMFF) 
left Pui Si with a strong impression. As a small local Christian 
organisation, FMFF has been taking care of children affected 
by natural disasters or wars since 1997. Besides providing 
them with daily necessities, FMFF teaches them Christian 
values and nurtures them to become leaders. Some of them 
who have grown up have even returned to serve in their 
communities. CEDAR has been with this partner for many 
years and witnessed the hard work FMFF has put in to raise a 
new generation. Although the local situation remains
uncertain, these young people have shown great courage and 
strength amid danger, which Pui Si admires much. 

“Happy I haven’t fallen yet.” 

After taking leave for a while to look after her family, Pui Si 
returned to CEDAR in 2018 and was promoted to Acting Chief 
Executive. Pui Si said, "Poverty alleviation is a long-term 
battle. I am very happy that I am still healthy, physically and 
mentally, and have not fallen yet".
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When she was young, Pui Si travelled all over China and committed 
herself to poverty alleviation (photographed in the early 1990s)

Pui Si (front row, second from right) monitored the distribution of flood 
relief aid in Maharashtra, India (photographed in 2019) 



Poverty alleviation work needs long-term commitment. The 
world’s current political and economic climate is turbulent, 
with constant disasters surfacing (both man-made and 
natural). Coupled with the impact of COVID-19, this has 
caused more people in the world to fall into extreme poverty; 
poverty alleviation will only become increasingly difficult.
Pui Si said that she would continue to take up challenges 
ahead and lead the team with the attitude of “saving one 
person at a time”, as Paul said to his comrade Archippus, 
“See to it that you complete the ministry you have received in 
the Lord.” (Colossians 4:17) 

As for the future of CEDAR, Pui Si said…

"I hope CEDAR will become an organisation of learning, 
where co-workers can truly step into the shoes of the poor 
and think of ways to improve their lives from their
perspective, to alleviate poverty and transform lives. I also 
hope that more people can embrace the CEDAR’s mission of 
poverty alleviation, so that more poor people live out the 
intrinsic worth and dignity given by our Lord.”

CEDAR has launched a series of works in celebration of 
CEDAR's 30th anniversary. They include a 30th anniversary 
theme song and music video, a two-minute short film 
introducing the CEDAR's work and history, and a Christian 
devotional app “施予達仁” to promote integral mission.

For details: link.cedarfund.org/30th-240-eng

Scripture reading: Revelation 7:9-12 

Genesis described the diverse and rich world God created, 
and the future will be even more abundant. The apostle John 
was shown a vision concerning Christ’s second coming, 
“After this I looked, and there before me was a great
multitude that no one could count, from every nation, tribe, 
people and language, standing before the throne and before 
the Lamb…” (Revelation 7:9) From the beginning of the 
world, God commanded human beings to be fruitful and 

Back to the Bible
Reconciliation Towards an Authentic
Community

increase in number, giving rise to different nationalities and 
languages. The eschatological vision brings us several 
reminders:

Firstly, diversity and abundance are “very good” (Genesis 
1:31). Though many people and governments today are 
trying to ignore or silence voices that are different from theirs, 
God wants to preserve diversity. As Christians, we should 
also appreciate and protect those different from us.

Secondly, as people from different cultures and nationalities 
will unite as one before God, unity and reconciliation is the 
ultimate goal of God’s plan. Paul also said that when the 
times reach their fulfilment, He will “bring unity to all things in 
heaven and on earth under Christ.” (Ephesians 1:10)
Therefore, the present reconciliation and unity efforts will not 
be in vain; instead, we are His co-workers to bring
reconciliation to the world. 

Thirdly, since reconciliation is God’s work, God will tear down 
all obstacles and break down all barriers no matter how 
impossible reconciliation may appear. This does not mean 
that we need to do nothing. It means our effort to reconcile 
with one another is founded upon God’s work, though we do 
not know how and when complete reconciliation will be 
accomplished. Therefore, we do not need to see immediate 
results nor should we be afraid of difficulties. We only need to 
be God’s faithful peacemakers. 

“[Y]our kingdom come, your will be done, on earth as it is in 
heaven.” (Matthew 6:10) This is how Jesus has taught us to 
pray. May the eschatological vision of reconciliation and unity 
be revealed in this world through His church.  

(Editor’s note: To understand CEDAR’s belief in “Beyond 
Feeding the Poor”, we launched a Christian devotional app
“施予達仁” covering topics such as climate justice, social 
reconciliation, anti-human trafficking, etc. The articles from 
May to mid-August will focus on “Peace and Reconciliation”, 
including this article.)

Written by Bernard Wong (CEDAR’s board member, Associate Dean
and Associate Professor of Theological Studies of China Graduate
School of Theology)
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In today’s world, who seeks to destroy the reconciliation 
and unity of believers? Why do they do that?

In conflict-stricken context, what traces of reconciliation 
and unity can you observe?



The situation of Myanmar following a military coup has 
captured international attention. Apart from mass protests 
demanding the restoration of the civilian government, 
tensions rise between the ethnic armed groups and the 
military junta. Myanmar is a multi-ethnic country, the conflict 
between the military and ethnic armed groups has lasted 
since its independence. Since the 1990s, CEDAR has been 
cooperating with Christian partners in Myanmar to carry out 
relief and development projects across the country to 
empower local residents to respond to different regions' 
needs.

Natural disasters, war and poverty have been ravaging the 
country for years. Yet, we have witnessed many former 
beneficiaries of our development projects grow up to become 
volunteers in the home villages. They assisted in
rebuilding war-torn communities and serving community 
members through various professions (as nurses, preachers, 
teachers, social workers, agricultural development workers, 
etc.) One of them is Nor Too Hei, the protagonist of CEDAR's 
picture book "小希的月亮　　戰火下的緬甸少女", who 
returned to live with her mother and serve her village as a 
nurse.

Why are these young people in Myanmar willing to abandon 
their vibrant city life to serve in the countryside?

Although the Myanmar government signed several ceasefire 
agreements with ethnic armed groups, history has shown 
that such agreements may not last, the risk of war lingers in 
the hearts of villagers. These young people have
experienced our partner's care and the love of God. They 
wish to reciprocate this in their home villages.

CEDAR believes that serving the poor is not simply providing 
them with necessities; it is about transforming their lives. 
This transformation is highly dependent on long-term 
commitment. We encourage you to support our ministry; 
through development projects, more lives will be changed 
and better equip communities to withstand various
challenges in the future.

Project area: Kachin State in the north, Karen State in the 
east, Mon State and Ayeyarwady Region in the south, and 
Greater Yangon

Project period: 2019-2022

Project partner: Fullmoon Family Foundation

Annual beneficiaries: Estimated 900 people

Project includes:

Blessings by Offering
Transforming lives, Serving the Community in
Myanmar 
Written by Edward Lai (Senior Communications Officer)

Income
Donations
Grants
Appeal for Relief
Other Income
 
Expenditure
Development Projects

Disaster Relief & Rehabilitation Projects
Partnership Development
Administration

Surplus/(Deficit)

12,655,711
8,582,955

-　
3,141,701

931,055

12,129,958
4,431,813
2,026,009
1,159,338
1,886,708
1,709,637

916,453

525,753

HK$

Remarks: The "Other Income" in this report includes an HK$672,100 
wage subsidies provided by the HKSAR Government under the
"Employment Support Scheme". The annual budget for 07/2020 to 
06/2021 is HK$20,992,872. Due to the global spread of COVID-19 and 
the tense situation in Myanmar, our overseas project implementation has 
been affected to a certain extent. Taken account of these factors, we 
approved yet temporarily withheld project remittance of HK$4,929,422. 
With reference to this projected expenditure, we will still owe 
HK$4,403,689, after reduction of accumulated balance as of January of 
this fiscal year. Please support CEDAR and our partner's work with your 
prayers and donations.

2020/2021 Operating Statements
In the period of Jul 20 - Jan 21

- Asia
- China
- Africa

HK$

HK$

PayMeFPS ID
3354016 Scan >

Donate to us
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The war-torn Karen State of Myanmar

Educational support for children and young people 
(including enrollment and school uniforms fees), youth 
employment and development training, women’s 
vocational training (including sewing technology, 
bamboo weaving training)

Rural agriculture development (including agricultural 
training, income-generating activities, provision of 
poultry and agricultural machinery), hygiene and health 
education, renewable energy technology training, soil 
and land rehabilitation.

Empowerment of local churches to serve the
communities

CEDAR will hold a prayer meeting (conducted in Chinese) 
for Myanmar on April 27th at 7:15pm.
Details and registration: link.cedarfund.org/form-240-eng
For inquiries, please contact Mr. Tang at (852) 63836861.
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