
 

 

“Climate change and the 

impact of climate injustice 

for most of us is just an 

inconvenience...but for 

many in India, it means 

death.”- Kuki Rokhum, EFICOR’s 

Director of Training and Mobilsaiton 

“Death Sentence” to the Climate-affected Poor  

– Resisting Disaster in India 
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Editor’s note: When we were children, we learned about “ climate change”  in our textbooks; but this expression is no 

longer an accurate description of the threat presented to the world nowadays. The term “climate change” has gradually been 

replaced by “climate crisis”, which indicates that the planet has entered an emergency state. In this issue of SHARE, “Climate and 

the Poor” was adopted as the theme to remind the Christian communities about the group of people who are hit the hardest by the 

climate crisis. In “Back to the Bible”, we pointed out that caring for the created world is crucial in our beliefs. We have an article on 

our supporter’s experience of choosing a lifestyle that reduces carbon footprints, and another article about life education for 

Ethiopian youths written by our staff. 

The world experienced the hottest month ever in July. In fact, 2015 to 2019 may have 

been the hottest 5 years in human history. 

In recent years, the United Nations (UN) has issued several warnings on the imminent 

peril of climate crises induced by human activities. Under the same climate crisis, the 

threats borne by the rich and the poor are totally different. As pointed out by the experts at 

the UN, the rich can use money to mitigate the impacts of global warming, but the poor 

are almost powerless. They are left to bear the brunt of rising temperature, such as 

drought, famine and infectious diseases. CEDAR has been carrying out disaster relief and 

disaster risk reduction in various developing countries in Asia and Africa. In India, 

especially, we witnessed the severity of the impact of climate crisis on the poor. 
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The Poor Bear the Brunt 

The Evangelical Fellowship of India Commission on Relief (EFICOR) is one of 

CEDAR’s partners. Its Director of Training and Mobilisation, Kuki Rokhum, said 

during her interview with an Australian Christian organisation, “Climate change and 

the impact of climate injustice for most of us is just an inconvenience (in our daily 

lives)… but for many poor people in India, it means death.”  

This year, for example, the rainy season in India came late and the people had 

experienced the most severe heatwave and drought in decades, but before they 

could recover from the drought, some areas were hit by floods. Regarded as one of 

the “poorest states in India”, Bihar in the north-eastern part of the country recorded 

a temperature of over 45°C . The heat caused at least 180 deaths. A few weeks 

later, the state was inundated. By the end of July, a total of 130 deaths were 

recorded and 8.8 million people were affected by the disaster.  

Even though India is currently experiencing accelerated economic development, 

one third of its population are still living below the poverty line. Climate change is 

pushing the poor towards the edge of death. According to statistics, over 300,000 

farmers in India have taken their own lives due to financial pressure in the past 25 

years. Many farmers decide to leave their farms and elderly behind and move to the 

cities to look for work. Unfortunately, there are not enough jobs in the cities for 

everyone, so it is difficult for these farmers to find decent employment.  

When disasters strike, CEDAR provides emergency relief to the hardest hit areas. 

For example, during the flooding in India as mentioned above, CEDAR assisted 

EFICOR in providing help to 1,500 survivors in the Madhubani district in Bihar state. 

However, as the Programmes Director at EFICOR, Ramesh Babu, said to CEDAR, 

“In most cases (climate disasters), people died, their livelihoods were impacted and 

large amount of livestock were killed, reflecting the fact that vulnerable residents 

were not prepared.”  

Enhance Disaster Resilience 

Babu said, “We must identify areas that are vulnerable to disasters, so as to make 

residents aware of their own threats and make prevention more effective.” In recent 

years, EFICOR has selected 15 destitute villages and devised tailored disaster 

management plans that correspond with the needs of the local communities. It is 

estimated that over 4,000 people will benefit from the project.  

The programmes include:(1) mobilising local residents to form Disaster 

Management Committees; (2) delivering training to local leaders and preachers 

from local churches so that they can 

teach the others about disaster risk 

reduction; (3) strengthening infrastructure 

and supporting facilities; and (4) 

advocating people’s right to information to 

receive entitled relief aid from the 

government. 

 

Three years in, this project has achieved 

encouraging results. Whenever there was 

a climate disaster, the Disaster 

Management Committees were proactive 

in providing the victims with assistance. 

The residents also carried out disaster 

drills on a regular basis and practised 

using boats and various equipment to aid 

their escape. As for mitigating the 

impacts of the changing climate, the 

residents learnt to grow disaster-resilient 

crops and to set up small businesses as 

an alternative source of income. Besides, 

over 80% of the residents in the local 

communities have received assistance 

from the government after EFICOR’s 

advocacy. 

 

At CEDAR we are very pleased to see 

the results of our efforts and services. We 

do always remind ourselves about the 

essence of our mission, which is to be 

caring and compassionate towards the 

poor like Christ. The poor in developing 

countries often bear the brunt of climate 

injustice – they are not the ones who 

created the problem, but they suffer the 

most from climate change because they 

have the least resources to mitigate the 

impact. This serves as a reminder that we 

must stand with the poor and help them. 

The suffering of these individuals is a call 

for us to reflect on our own lifestyles – 

How often do we consider the impact our 

daily lives have on the environment? Are 

we being responsible to the environment 

in our consumptions? More importantly, 

have we shown our worship to God by 

loving and caring for His creation 

(including our neighbours and all other 

living beings)? 

 

Please support CEDAR’s 

flood relief ministry in India 

and other countries in 

South Asia by scanning 

the QR code on the right 

or go to https://bit.ly/ecedar-sa-

floods20190802 

https://bit.ly/ecedar-sa-floods20190802
https://bit.ly/ecedar-sa-floods20190802


 

 

Caring for God’s 
Creation and 
Discipleship 

Training 

Written by: Raymond Kwong (Chief 

Executive) 

Mankind is unique in God’s creation 

because we have been made in God’s 

image and likeness (Genesis 1:26). 

We are living beings (Genesis 2:7) 

and we have been granted 

stewardship to take care of all other 

forms of creation (Genesis 1:28-29; 

2:15). These are mankind’s intended 

identities. Unfortunately, when sin 

enters the world, these identities are 

distorted. Our stewardship has been 

altered beyond recognition. Mankind’s 

role has morphed from stewards of 

God’s creation into owners, or even 

exploiters. God’s creation should have 

received mankind’s love and care, but 

now it has become an instrument for 

personal gain. This simply goes 

against God’s intention in Creation! 

Jesus Christ’s salvation is to enable 

mankind to rebuild their relationship 

with God, as well as to reconcile to 

Himself all things, (Colossians 1:20), 

so that the harmony and order at the 

beginning of Creation can be restored 

to the world. For over three years, 

Jesus’ work on Earth mostly served 

mankind, but He never separated 

Himself from the environment when 

He was serving His people. He 

withdrew to the wilderness to pray and 

to be close to the Father; He used 

natural phenomena to teach the 

disciples (the parable of the mustard 

seed, the parable of the sower); He 

also demonstrated that He sustains all 

things by His lordship (He calmed the 

wind and the waves; He made the fig 

tree wither). The Lord’s care towards 

His creation is plainly indicated in the 

Great Commission in Mark: 

“He said to them, ‘…[G]o into all the 

world, proclaim the gospel to 

everyone.’” (Mark 16:15, ISV) 

The expression “everyone” here 

means “all creation” in Greek 

Life Education for Ethiopian Youths   
Written by: Edward Lai (Senior Communications Officer) 

What kind of person would you like to be? 

When discussing dreams with youths, despite where they live, they somehow think 

of being a doctor, pilot, lawyer, teacher or entrepreneur. Dreams may fade in a blink, 

but it may also be planted in hearts, awaiting to sprout. CEDAR’s Ethiopian partner 

[1] entered local poor communities, determined on discussing dreams, meanings 

and values of life with youths. 

Ethiopian youths are not different from other kids. They also face problems of 

identity during their growth: Who am I? Who do I belong to? Why did I come to this 

world? These questions point to the root: What is my outlook on life? 

Our Ethiopian partner adopted 

Aflatoun International’s 

education method to help youths 

discover themselves through 

games and performance, for 

instance, exploring their talent 

and strength, practising problem 

solving skills. Our partner 

integrated Christian belief into 

their teaching to help youths 

realise that they are beloved 

children of God. Self-

understanding and identity 

exploration were particularly meaningful to marginalised youths living in poverty.  

After that, they were made aware of their rights and responsibilities, which meant 

appreciating and protecting their own and others’ rights, learning to take up 

responsibilities that come with their entitled rights. To address the common problem 

of insufficient care and sexual violence encountered by impoverished Ethiopian 

youths, our partner encouraged them to stand up and guard their own rights by 

creating posters with slogans to convey messages of child protection to adults in the 

community and schools. Furthermore, youths received Aflatoun education tend to 

pay more attention on community needs, for example, one of the youths discovered 

tap leakage in the community and asked to repair it, and another youth expressed 

carefully using their stationery and books for passing to children in need in the 

community later. This value education enabled children to understand their own role 

and present themselves as members of the community was essential to their 

development in the future. 

Our partner understood that it would be difficult for impoverished youths to pursue 

their dreams if they did not overcome their poverty. We encouraged them to record 

their savings weekly and write up a financial plan for their goals. The youngsters not 

only formed a saving habit, but also learnt to run a business at a young age. This is 

the core objective of Aflatoun education: prevent cross-generation poverty by 

strengthening children’s ability in financial management. 

We asked the youths again: what kind of person would you like to be? We heard 

various answers, yet they added: to become a person who could contribute to 

others. 

[1] Our partner’s full name is Ethiopian Guenet Church Development and Welfare 

Organization. 

Ethiopian youths receiving Aflatoun education  

► 
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scriptures. Therefore, the meaning of 

this Bible verse is that the blessings in 

God’s gospel are not only meant for 

people of different nations, but also for 

non-human creation. When Jesus 

announced the Great Commission, He 

was not only asking His followers to 

spread the gospel among mankind, 

but also to remind His believers of 

their duties of caring for all that He has 

created. 

In recent years, many local and 

overseas churches have started to 

promote discipleship training with 

great effort. When choosing among 

the many forms of training, courses 

and tools, the churches must be clear 

on the objective of discipleship 

training, which is to achieve the Great 

Commission in Matthew 28:18-20 – 

“teaching them to obey everything I 

(the Lord) have commanded you.” 

God has instructed us clearly to 

cherish all of His creation and be His 

stewards on earth. Therefore, “caring 

for God’s creation” must be included in 

discipleship training. Indeed, it is the 

disciples’ mission to help all creation 

to be reconciled to God. 

In fact, the more we care about the 

world God created, the more we will 

experience His greatness. This is 

because when we see the smallness 

and weakness of mankind, we will 

focus our lives more on God. 

(The article was originally published in 

Chinese in Issue 2862 of Christian 

Weekly.) 

 

 

 

 

My Plastic Reduction Action—After the 
CEDAR’s Exposure Trip 2018 
Written by: Sarah Hong (Participant of CEDAR’s Exposure Trip 2018) 

The world God first-created was in a stable and balanced peaceful condition, which 

illustrated Shalom. He gave us the responsibility to manage the land. Yet, we failed 

our task, destroyed the land and its eco-system and caused a lot of problems, such 

as climate change. 

I joined the CEDAR’s exposure trip to Thai-Burmese border and rural northern 

Thailand in December last year. During the trip, my companions and I visited UHDP, 

CEDAR’s partner. UHDP understood God's heart for reconciling relationships 

between human and other aspects, including the nature. Therefore, they adopted an 

agricultural principle that can sustain development, protect the nature and reconcile 

with the nature. They used natural fertilisers and adopted crop rotation to ensure a 

break for the land to restore its nutrients. Not only their harvests were better than 

other farmers, but they also reduced harm to the land. In their farms and lives, I 

found different ways of protecting the land, for example, wrapping food with banana 

leaves, producing pig feeds by blending salt, brown sugar syrup and shredded 

trunks, and making fertilisers for banana trees from pig faeces, which formed an eco

-cycle. 

The farming methods I learnt from UHDP might not be applicable in my life back in 

Hong Kong. Nevertheless, since I understood God's heart for restoring relationships, 

reconciliation with the nature was inevitable in Shalom, and the fruitful effect of life 

and efforts under this principle, I started another 

action - plastic reduction. 

Plastic is a substance that requires an 

extremely long degrading time. Its damage to 

the environment is obvious. In the past, my 

colleagues loved takeaway, and one takeaway 

breakfast was packed with 3 to 4 styrofoam 

packages. Hence, I decided to buy less 

takeaway, or prepare utensils and a lunchbox 

for myself. Frankly, it was very inconvenient to 

bring an extra lunchbox and do the cleaning 

afterwards. At the beginning, colleagues looked 

at me curiously, but gradually, they also started 

bringing their own lunchboxes and utensils. 

They said that they had been wanting to be more environmental friendly, but 

laziness or fear of others' opinions hindered them. 

Although my plastic reduction action was not anything big, it was still influential to 

people and the nature. I started with bringing my own utensils and lunchbox. I know 

I can do more gradually, for example, not using straws and plastic shopping bags. 

And my next goal would be: shop less! 

[1]: UHDP's full name is Upland Holistic Development 

Project. 

Sarah Hong (far right)  

Donate to support CEDAR via PayMe by scaning the QR code on 

the right.  

After donation, please enclose a screenshot of successful payment 

along with your name, contact pnumber and mailing address to us 

via email (sharing@cedarfund.org) or WhatsApp 5160 7549 (for 

donation matters only). 

https://cedarfundeng.wordpress.com/newsletter-share/

