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Uprooting Poverty: The Perspective of Christian 

Faith 

Written by: Raymond Kwong (CEDAR’s Chief Executive), Jady 
Sit 
 
In recent years, the international development sector began to 

emphasise the importance of human inner transformation for 

uprooting poverty. For instance, Cornell University Professor 

Kaushik Basu, who serves as the chief economist of World 

Bank from 2012 to 2016, shared in a public lecture, that no 

matter what kind of models of poverty alleviation is, one of the 

key factors to its success is whether people are willing to let go 

of some of their own interests or economic benefits and seek 

higher purposes, with which human being in general are 

common, and so, he advocates strengthening values education 

in society. This is about changing hearts and minds. 

 

Impoverishment is a consequence of mankind’s broken 

relationship with God, with each other, and with the rest of the 

Creation. This broken relationship does not limited to the poor, 

but also to the non-poor. That is to say, for the sake of ending 

poverty, inner change has to happen with both the haves and 

the have-nots. 

 

To the disadvantaged, poverty is more than destitution in 

meeting basic needs, it robs people from all aspects of their 

well-being. It causes damages to human dignity and 

confidence, and brings about hurts and depression. An obvious 

sear of poverty and injustice among the poor is hopelessness. 

Hopeless mindset could easily be carried over from generation 

to generation. Therefore, interventions aiming at breaking 

intergenerational poverty cannot go without restoration of  

hope. Julie’s story is a good example. Julie is a 17 years old 

Indian girl living in a garbage dump in New Delhi of India. Her 

family belongs to the lowest caste Dalit (or widely known as 

“the untouchable”), and is extremely poor. The family earns 

their living by sorting and selling garbage waste. Julie has 

never been to school. Through our partner’s ministry, Julie has 

gained back hope, and now dreaming of changing her family’s 

lives. (For details of the story, please go to the “Join Hands, 

Join Hearts” section.) 

 

Change the Use of Power 

On the other side of the world, like Hong Kong, where people 

don’t have to live a hand-to-mouth life, a heart to share with 

and care for others has to be nurtured further. In terms of 

power, the non-poor are people who possess relatively more 

power, as they have more resources in hands. Power could be 

used for good and for bad. A self-centred heart among the non-

poor could result in oppression for the sake of maximising 

personal benefits. However, willingness to share power with 

those who have little could make a huge difference to the 

needy. In fact, letting go of power (it can be anything from 

wealth, materials, rights, to political power) is the model that 

Jesus Christ continuously demonstrated in his 3-year ministry 

on earth. As the Son of God, he possesses all the authority 

over all creations, but he humbles himself to become human 

for the sake of saving us from sins. At the time of arrest, Jesus 

said this, “Do you think I cannot call on my Father, and He will 

at once put at my disposal more than twelve legions of 

angels?” (Mat. 26:53). Instead, he chose to give up that 

authority and died shamefully on the cross. This is the role 

model we are asked to follow. 

 

It is obvious that change in hearts and minds does not follow  

a particular mechanical process. Instead, it is often the work  

of the Holy Spirit. Therefore, we Christians are strategically 

positioned to offer a more comprehensive solution to tackle  

both symptoms and root-cause of poverty. Take the ministry  

of our partner Eden Ministry as an example. Eden Ministry 

makes contact with sex workers in red light districts, rescues 

victims of sex trafficking and sexual exploitation, and provides 

counselling and vocational training to them. What makes  

Eden Ministry distinct is that they also meet with procurers 

(madams and pimps), who are relatively in power in the 
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exploitation of sex works, when they are outreaching.  

Christian faith tells us that all men and women are beloved 

children of God. We are all sinners before our Lord. From the 

perspective of anti-human trafficking and anti-sexual 

exploitation, helping procurers transform their mindset and  

values enables them to realise their true identity as God’s 

noble children, as such they are encouraged to change their 

use of power in the industry. Joanne, a staff of Eden Ministry 

Hong Kong, said that such transformative work is surely not an 

easy task. It is like the parable of the wandering sheep. The 

good shepherd will leave the ninety-nine on the hills and go to 

look for the one that wandered off. The process of finding and 

healing is undoubtedly long and requires great patience. 

Joanne said, “After we get in touch with the pimps, we take a 

long time to establish relationship and communicate with them. 

We ask God to intervene to transform their distorted values. 

Even though we will encounter setbacks during the process, 

we believe they will bring a big change (to their workplace) 

once their inner selves are transformed.” 

 

Breaking through Stereotypes 

Similarly, the marginalised poor who are discriminated by 

society can break through the inner bondage of traditional 

stereotypes by knowing that they are created in God’s image.  

Prasad, who lives in a slum of Bangladesh, said, “I am a 

cleaner. My parents are also cleaning workers. After I finished 

10th grade, I dropped out of school. I had a dream to complete 

university and work in a better position. But this dream was 

shattered by the financial situation of our family.” Prasad 

continued, “Because we are cleaners and belong to the lowest 

caste (Dalit), everyone in the community does not make 

contact with us. It is difficult for us to participate in community 

gatherings.” Prasad’s family often feels that they are inferior 

because of long-term stigmatisation. But, Prasad’s parents has 

always taught him to trust God and make peace with others.  

 

“I learned how to pray from my parents and grew up going to 

church and Sunday school. I feel that I have a special 

relationship with Jesus. I loved learning songs, dances, and 

Bible stories on Sundays. My childhood aspiration was to 

teach children about Christ, so that they can lead a life 

following Jesus. Children are like white papers. They will follow 

what they have been taught the rest of their lives.” Prasad is 

now a Sunday school teacher in an education programme 

supported by our partner, World Concern Bangladesh. He is 

always moved by the purity of children and tries to build them 

up in God’s words. He also shares the love of God with the 

children and their families, encouraging them to live a Christ-

like life. Although the society sees Prasad as a “the 

untouchable”, his faith strengthens his heart every day to 

faithfully serve the children and the community. Prasad not 

only overcomes the social stigmas of the poor, but he also 

becomes an agent of change to the community.  

Poverty alleviation and development work should not be 

limited to satisfying the material needs of the poor. Spiritual 

transformation of both the impoverished and the well-to-do is 

the ultimate key to poverty eradication. With regard to the 

holistic approach to poverty eradication, we, as Christians, 

have a unique role to play. This is why CEDAR adopts the 

principle of “From Church, Through Church”. In the coming 

issue of SHARE, we will share more about CEDAR’s 

education ministry in local Christian churches and schools 

and how they are changed to embrace God’s mission to the 

world.  

Understanding Integral Mission through  

God’s Sovereignty  
Written by: Dr. Mok Chiu Yau (CEDAR China Programme 

Advisor)  

 
When presented with so many suffering and adversities on 
earth, Christians usually respond with sympathy, expressed  
by charitable giving and voluntary services. But gradually, 
Christians may realise that the problem of suffering is too  

Colleagues and beneficiaries of Eden Ministry paint the wall of the centre together 

Prasad realises his childhood dream: to teach children about Jesus Christ 
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heavy and difficult to solve, therefore they think that the 
paramount thing is to evangelise people. The belief is that  
once a person (who suffers) knows Christ, he or she can have 
strength to persevere in the world’s suffering, be comforted  
by fellowship members, and eventually enters into heaven 
after death and never suffers. Yet, such belief  is a one-sided 
understanding of God’s mission to believers.  
 
God’s mission to believers  is a holistic mission. We can 
understand it based on two biblical aspects. First, God’s 
mission is the foundation of our mission. Second, God’s 
mission is the mission of the Kingdom of God, meaning God 
exercising His sovereignty and transforming the heaven and 
earth. Believers should take obedience of and witness His 
sovereignty.  
 
God’s Mission 
God had His plan and mission, and He has been following it 
over times. At first, he created a beautiful world and entrusted 
the role of stewardship to mankind (Gen. 1:26-30). He also 
provided necessary conditions for humans to live. Then men 
sinned, which broke the relationship between God and men, 
men and men, and men and creations (Gen. 3:17-18). God 
then carried out His redemption and restoration plan, one that 
saves men from death, but also covers all creations. His blood 
shed on the cross reconciled men and all creations to Him 
(Col. 1:20). At the end, God will make all things new, and 
present to us a new heaven and a new earth (Rev. 21: 1,5).   
 
The mission of God (and Jesus), from creation to redemption 
and renewal, is related to the well-being, and harmony of all 
things in the heaven and the earth. It is all encompassing. It of 
course surpasses the scope of things we humans usually care 
about, ourselves and people surround us. Jesus followed this 
mission from God and he gave the same mission to his 
disciples (Jn. 17:18). If we were to follow Jesus, our mission 
then ought to be concerned with all creations, the environment, 
and society. In fact, we cannot do everything God does, but as 
servants, we must follow the plan of our “big boss”. As such, 
believers cannot limit their mission to the traditional 
understanding of evangelism, saving souls, and planting 
churches. 
 
Mission of the Kingdom of God 
God created a beautiful world, which should be well taken care 
of and governed by men. However, the Devil and men defied 
His sovereignty, such sin brought brokenness upon the world. 
One theme throughout the Bible is that God will fully 
implement His sovereignty in the fallen world. In the Old 
Testament, it is described as “the Lord reigns or rules” (Ps. 
47:8 ; Ps. 146:10 ; 2 Ch. 9:8 ; Is. 24:23), while in the New 
Testament, it is described as “the Kingdom of God” (Mt. 3:2 ; 
Mt. 4:23 ; Acts 1:3 ; 1 Co. 15:24-25 ; 2 Ti. 4:18) . The gospel of 
the Old Testament is the righteous God to be the king. The 
paradigm of such gospel is to liberate people from the captivity 
of power (Is. 52:2-7 ; Ro. 10:15). In the New Testament, Jesus 
began His ministry on earth by proving that he could seize the 
authority of this world from the Devil (Lk. 4:5-8). Jesus also 
says that everyone can receive daily bread in His Kingdom 
(Mt. 6:10-11), because the “national policy” of His Kingdom 
requires the rich to share wealth with the poor (Mt. 19:16-23).  
In the final stage of the end times, God the father and Christ 
Jesus will reign over the kingdom forever and ever (Rev.   
11:15).   
 
In this way, the meaning of the golden sentence of the “Great 
Commission” (Mt. 28:18-20) that Christians are most familiar 
with is far more profound than simply “evangelism”. The 
mission of Jesus to His disciples is to witness His supreme 
authority and urge them to live under this authority for a new 
life.  
 
In short,  the mission of believers in the world of suffering 

should not be limited to the level of evangelism, soul saving, 
charity and service. It should also follow God’s mission—
disciples are called to care for the whole world, the 
environment, and all things. Believers shall work towards 
implementing God’s universal governance and proclaim it to 
every arena of life, including personal, social, political, 
economic, religious, and environmental aspects. 

Julie who Does Not Give In to Circumstances  
 
Every individuals should be entitled to basic human rights, no 
matter adults or children. However, in reality, millions of 
children are far from having their rights secured. Children’s 
rights is not just an ideology, but are about children’s survival, 
children being free from any form of abuse and exploitation, 
children’s entitlement to education, children’s freedom of 
expression and their rights to enjoy social and cultural lives.  
 
“Trust Our Children” is the theme of this year’s Barefoot Walk 
event. The theme respond to the spirit of the United Nations’ 
Convention on the Rights of the Child, on the other hand it is to 
call on adults to pay attention to the dire situations faced by 
children in developing regions. Children should not be treated 
as merely tragic characters sinned against by the adults, 
instead they should be taken as protagonists who long to 
thrive. Their dreams will become true if we are willing to fulfill 
our commitments set forth in the Convention and provide 
necessary protection and conditions for the children to grow. 
16-year-old Julie from New Delhi of India showcases how 
change can happen and how we can play a part.  
 
Julie lived with her parents and brothers in a garbage dump in 
New Delhi. They made a living by sorting out garbage waste 
and collecting valuables out of the dump. Julie did not have the 
chance to attend school like her brothers do. She only got to 
stay and work in the dump all day. Two years ago, CEDAR’s 
partner, Society for Promotion of Tribal Welfare and 
Development (SPTWD), visited Julie’s family. Having looked 
into the family’s background, circumstances and needs, they 
invited Julie to their learning centre. At the learning centre, 
Julie got a taste of schooling and learnt about personal 
hygiene. She learnt how to read and write – from not know a 
word to writing her name, basic Hindu and English words, and 
even some simple arithmetic. “Through learning, I can now 
read number plates of buses and public transport notices when 
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I go out,” Julie said excitedly.  

 
However, Julie stopped going to the learning centre a while 
later, because she had to resume work with her parents, in 
order to support her family. With the knowledge she obtained, 
she, voluntarily, took records of the weights of the garbage 
waste at the collection centre. Despite her circumstances, Julie 
does not lose hope. She is hopeful that one day she could take 
on a proper job as a seamstress or beautician, and then she 
could help her family to live dignified lives.  
 
In mid-August, SPTWD staff met with Julie’s father again. Her 
father agreed to let Julie take a diploma course on tailoring 
and beauty. The staff promised that once she got enrolled, 
they would not charge her any tuition and even pay for her two
-way transportation to and from the centre.  
 
As we admire Julie’s unwavering hope, unyielding 
determination, and focused heart,  let’s not forget that she is 
not the only one. Many children are facing similar conditions 
and fighting life’s circumstances with the same hope. Will you 
join us to witness the holistic transformation of these children? 
We invite you to support us in prayers and join this year’s 
Barefoot Walk on 24th November.  
 

“Let’s Go Barefoot, NOW!” 
Written by: Ethel Sha (Participant of CEDAR Barefoot Walk 
2017) 

 
A year ago, the chief executive of CEDAR commenced the 
event by sending out this command. Everybody in the hall took 
off their shoes and got ready to step out of their comfort zones 
to walk around Tseung Kwan O barefoot. Since then, I have 
never bared my feet to walk in the city, but to learn and be 
aware of the issue of human trafficking with a “barefoot” spirit. 
 
My memories of the Barefoot Walk last year are still vivid. 
From the moment I “applied” to work as a domestic helper 
overseas, to “being exploited” in labour, I discovered that I 
would lose power over my life and my body due to poverty, 
ignorance, and vulnerability. I would even lose my basic rights 
and dignity as a human being due to other’s power and greed. 
I was experiencing these in an activity, but the victims were 
trampled alive in reality. When I revisited my experience in the 
Walk again, I was shocked by the fact that there was no one 
playing the role of protection, prevention, rescue, and 
advocacy! And we, the “victims”, were exploited unseen and 
unheard. Who to be our voice? And who to be THEIR voice? 

In Proverbs 31:8-9, it says: Speak up for those who cannot 
speak for themselves, for the rights of all who are destitute. 
Speak up and judge fairly; defend the rights of the poor and 
needy. This injustice needs to be ceased by a justice 
movement. 
 
After the event, I was motivated to search and learn more 
about human trafficking. I followed the news of local and 
overseas human trafficking, and shared the causes and harms 
of it with friends. I surveyed around 200 people about their 
understanding of of the issue in Hong Kong, as well as 
planned  an anti-human trafficking project, working with other 
overseas organisations, in a hope of supporting these 
organisations and their survivors and vulnerable groups. All 
these are pointing to one aim: to find a way to unite all people 
to defeat this unjust power in the world, to arouse public 
awareness in Hong Kong, and to  urge the Hong Kong 
government to establish laws to protect the victims and bring 
the criminals to justice. 
 
He has shown you, O mortal, what is good. And what does the 
Lord require of you? To act justly and to love mercy and to 
walk humbly with your God (Micah 6:8). It is true that the 
injustice will not vanish immediately after joining the Barefoot 
Walk, but the Walk helps broaden our minds to look at all the 
injustices happening in the world. Through experiencing how 
evil deeds break one’s soul, we ponder over our lives and 
missions again, and let God’s compassion and justice grow in 
our hearts, then we will know how to utilise our resources, 
gifts, and talents to implement God’s justice on earth. I dearly 
encourage our readers to join this year’s Barefoot Walk, and 
meekly seek our role in God’s justice and mercy. 
 

 

Subscribe online through https://bit.ly/cedar-
esubscribe, or send your name, contact 
number, and email address to CEDAR via 
WhatsApp (6383 6861).    
                      
*Your personal details will only be used for sending your information 
about our ministry and donation receipts (if applicable).  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Remarks: The annual budget for 7/2018 to 6/2019 is 
HK$17,421,801. From July to August 2018, there is a total 
spending over HK$2.7 million, and reserve fund was used to 
cover the deficit. Please pray and donate to support CEDAR 
and its partners’ work.  
 

   Jul ’18  – Aug ’18  

Income Donations  HK$ 1,534,712 

 Grants   - 

 Appeal for Relief   40,413 

 Other Income   10,365 

   HK$ 1,585,490 

Expenditure Projects Asia  1,275,367 

  China  912,168 

  Africa  540,925 

 Disaster Relief &    

 Rehabilitation Projects   - 

 Education & Promotion  297,684 

 Administration  150,883 

  HK$ 3,177,027 

Surplus/(Deficit)  HK$ (1,591,537) 

2018/2019 OPERATING STATEMENT 
(Our financial year is from 07/2018 to 06/2019) 
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